From pemphix to desmogleins.
In the not so distant past, the word pemphigus or pemphix was common for describing various diseases characterized by blistering as well as various disorders that do not originate from a blistering pathology. Patients with these conditions were grouped in "other" skin diseases. Step by step, during the past, we were introduced to these severe conditions. First, we learned from sporadic case reports, then new differentiations were reported according to histology, later immunopathology was developed, and now there are discoveries of new molecules. Immense progress with new approaches to therapy has been achieved, but much improvement is still needed. The modern definition of pemphigus undoubtedly represents a group of rare, intraepidermal autoimmune bullous diseases characterized by intraepidermal blisters and circulating autoantibodies desmogleins against the keratinocytes cell surface.